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UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND 
DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC CONCERT SERIES 
The Shanghai Quartet 
Quartet-in-Residence 
Weigang Li, violin 
Yi-Wen Jiang, violin 
Honggang Li, viola 
James Wilson; cello 
September 11, 1995, 8:15PM 
Camp Theatre 
A native of Shanghai, WEIGANG Ll began violin studies with his parents at age 5 and went 
on to attend the Shanghai Conservatory at age 14. He came to the United States to study at the 
San Francisco Conservatory through an exchange program between the sister cities of San 
Francisco and Shanghai. He has been a soloist with the Shanghai Conservatory Orchestra, the 
Shanghai Symphony and the BBC Symphony Orchestra. In 1982 he appeared with the BBC 
Scottish Symphony in a concert that was recorded for broadcasL Upon graduation from the 
Shanghai Conservatory in 1985, he was appointed assistant professor of violin there. Shortly 
thereafter he left China to continue his education at Northern Illinois University on a full 
scholarship, receiving his master's degree in 1987. For the next two years, Mr. Li studied and 
taught at the Juilliard School as teaching assistant to the Juilliard Quartet. His other teachers 
have included Shmuel Ashk.enasi, Pierre Menard, Shu-Chen Tan and Isadore Tinkleman. Mr. 
Li was featured in the film "From Mao to Mozart" with Isaac Stem in China. 
A prize winner of the 4th Mae M. Whitaker International Competition and the 19th Montreal 
International Competition, violinist YI-WEN JIANG has made many solo and chamber music 
appearances in China, USA, Canada, and South America. He has collaborated with such 
prominent artists as Alexander Scheider, Michael Tree, Jaime Laredo, and Lynn Harrell. 
Born in Beijing, Mr. Jiang began his violin studies with his father at the age of six. In 1981, 
after winning the top prize in the national violin competition in Beijing, he was accepted in the 
class of professor Han Li at the Central Conservatory of Music. In 1985 he was awarded a 
full scholarship at the SL Louis Conservatory of Music to study violin with Taras Gabora, and 
chamber music with Jaime Laredo and Michael Tree. He also spent two summers in Dallas 
participating in master classes with Pinchas Zukerman. In 1990, with the support of the Ken 
Boxley Foundation, he came to Rutgers University to study violin and chamber music with 
Arnold Steinhardt of the Guarneri Quartet. He has appeared in many international music 
festivals such as Victoria (Canada), Dallas (USA), and Le Festival Pablo Casals (France). 
Most recently, he performed Bach's Double Concerto with Michael Tree in the Rutgers 
SummerFest. He has appeared with the Central Opera House Orchestra, Victoria Symphony, 
and Orchestre symphonique de Montreal. Mr. Jiang has performed on NBC, PBS television 
specials, National Public Radio CPB (Beijung), WQXR (New York), KFOU (St. Louis), and 
has recorded for the Record Corp. of China. 
HONGGANG LI began violin studies with his parents at the same time as his brother, 
Weigang. When the Beijing Conservatory reopened in 1977 after the Cultural Revolution, Mr. 
Li was selected to attend from a group of over five hundred applicants. He continued his 
training at the Shanghai Conservatory and was appointed a faculty member there in 1984. He 
also has served as a teaching assistant at the Juilliard School. Mr. Li has appeared as soloist 
with the Shanghai Philharmonic and the Shanghai Conservatory Orchestra. In 1987 he won a 
violin as a special prize given by Elisa Pegreffi of the Quartetto Italiano at an International 
competition in Italy. 
A native of Ann Amor, Michigan, JAMES WILSON began cello studies at age 11 and went 
on to graduate from the University of Michigan, where, as a student of Jeffrey Solow, he was 
the recipient of the music school's highest honor. He continued his studies with Stephen Kates 
at the Peabody Institute of Music and was twice selected as a participant in the Piatigorsky 
Seminar for Cellists. Mr. Wilson has appeared as soloist with the Ann Arbor Symphony and 
has recorded for Access Records. 
PROGRAM 
. String Quartet no. 1, op. 8 ("Jupiter") 
Prelude 
Fugue with Four Subjects 
Andante lamentando 
Fugue 
String Quartet in B-flat, op. 67 
Vivace 
Andante 
Agitato (Allegretto non troppo) 
Poco Allegretto con variazioni 
INTERMISSION 
String Quartet in F, op. 96 ("American") 
Allegro ma non troppo 
Lento 
Molto vivace 
Vivace, ma non troppo 
Alan Hovhaness 
(b: 1911) 
Johannes Brahms 
(1833-1897) 
Antonin Dvorak 
(1841-1904) 
The Residency of the Shanghai Quartet 
is supported in part by the generous bequest of the DeWitt Endowment, 
established by Edith M. DeWitt, WC '27. 
Since its New York debut at Town Hall in the spring of 1987, 
The Shanghai Quartet has been hailed by the press and the public 
alike as one of the leading quartets of its generation. 
Shortly after the Quartet was formed at the Shanghai 
Conservatory in 1983, it won a top prize at the Portsmouth 
International Quartet Competition. In 1987 the ensemble won the 
prestigious Chicago Discovery Competition and embarked on an 
extensive touring career. It has been Ensemble-in-Residence at 
Tanglewood and Ravinia Festivals and has appeared on three 
occasions at Lincoln Center's Mostly Mozart Festival. 
Recent seasons have taken the Quartet to Atlanta, Boston, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, Montreal, San Francisco, St. Louis, 
Toronto, and Washington, D.C. The ensemble's yearly tours to 
Europe have earned acclaim in such cities as Milan and 
Hamburg, as well as several recordings for German radio. It has 
appeared annually in New York City, including a sold-out three-
concert series with pianist Ruth Laredo at the Metropolitan 
Museum. The Quartet's other distinguished collaborators have 
included pianist Lillian Kallir, guitarist Eliot Fisk, the Tokyo 
String Quartet, and violinist Arnold Steinhardt. The Quartet 
records exclusively for Delos International and its recordings 
have received exceptional critical acclaim. 
The Shanghai Quartet was Graduate Ensemble-in-Residence at 
the Juilliard School where it assisted the Juilliard String Quartet.· 
Currently, it is Ensemble-in-Residence at the University of 
Richmond, teaching and coaching students, as well as 
performing three concerts annually. 
Next 
Faculty Recital 
Russell Wilson, piano 
September 24, 1995, 3:00 PM 
Perkinson Recital Hall 
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